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To ride a motorcycle in the Himalayas, and over the
highest navigable pass in the world, is a motorcycling
experience second to none... plus a great way to
overcome a lifelong fear of heights.

Woards and Photograghs by Termy Clark
1 you are booking for s Biking the cheaos, it alll sorsrm g woik., ., well,
holiday thar mvolve selaxing, giwmd oo b i,
“High Rosds of the Himalya® n I wae thankful we had the services

mat for youi. I you are looking for
adventure and something complenely
ifferenit, then thils s mosr definiely
right usp woasr sereer. e’ a oogh ride
thar fiow the memt part rogeates a |||_d1
depree of conceniration but it smely
will qualify as the ride of your [ife.

Himalasyvan Eoadrumnerss Led s one
ol 1k 1op companics cperstimg in
soimae of thie most difficuls and resting
marcacye ling arenss sn ehee world arsd
I pur my faizh im the LM PRy B gt
e aned my wife safely from the hsle
mnald bigle of Delhi io ihe Las
Shangrila’ that is Ladakh - & Tibetan
culture clinging on o medieval
values in o repldly changing world.

Susprise, surprise, Enfield Bullens
are the chioice of most tour
compandes and Koadrimners have
wime of the Best Bikes there i For
the mese part, they weee fultlesg
mine cven had an deceric foot!

Chur minibus ride feom Delhi
Kalka proved o be a fascinasieg
CAPEIHTE L 16 |In;|r- Font nix |'u L [iml
iy Exith in o driver who succeshslly
wraved his way through a pack of
camels an che rooad, countles dogs and
exrmirscie wikllife char linered the
rond providieg eeady mmade meads S
valpares gorgng on posdhide tips
Every lomy seemed imiens on o clise
emcotnrer just for che hell of ir. This
waa pral Iradia, & coumpry bursting at
e smama and an mfesenscoure that'’s
ma strefched an o plano wize. Bor, amid

of two expenenced mechanics, an
exncellent divver in the suppost rmack
ard the r:|:|'\-r.|'!il|r ool B |;.1,||'1' :H.l_d'.
Callander, wheo abse happens to be
ihie manaping duweoior of Himalayan
Roadninnens. A hansdful of Brirs uere
poineed by Americans and n Swede.

Chur firs day's ride to Shimla
provided light enterminment as choe
unfamiliar with the fodbles of gty
Er.'u'hnn sl I|“- I‘unl-l.-.-ll_-;.m
uanioes of 30 pechnelogy got o
grips with their mounas. | have oo say,
in's mok all Fiserd riding ard there &
rimre oo take in soene Cilnare. Shemla
really t5 & pewel of a ciry, omce
favousred in the diave of the British
Baj and at thar niene, the capizal of
Inaiiz during the bor summers. It
munz ke been Bliss m et out of
Dielhd and inee the foothills that
surmcsmiad Shimba. parts of which sill
have a British feel about chem.

We pratually made oar way 1o
Melanali amd el Sul'.lrl;,; "ir.l1ll_" ard it
fascEnating tosce s much
ontrsting countrpside in jume one
day's iding. As we made our way up
some of thie bess well knonm pasacs,
i oo Wi lel® b iy dengbl as tar
T rrii;l_'!r ol Wl oen g bo pet F[um.
banali 1o Keylong we stopped to
mke pherunes gt the o of Rothang
La Pasa. Ar jenk SEE | !.I;"l.‘i."fr 1E wiis
TEme 10 Compane respiratony systems. |
wies breathing fine, bur the
recommendanion 1o mke in moge
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Botine: Passing &
ciricken trutk on one of
the mourtain paes

seater than wenl] wns creatmg its own
problems. There aren't many trees
sborat af thae altitude sad I.||_'-'|I'.; ]
et comme o o call of patuse
proved inmeresting for the men amad
.|.m'.||||_'|'.1 Aftiacrarig ficar ghee |,:|:'u'

O, | Foepen 1o

fib kg he
that this tour s invlve ¢ TRt
However, thare™s fus fuoed 1o juisiic
The renis are comiortable and the
:"||'.'I|'.il G UEE U AT thinze-
course gncaks o moumneainssde
Ej-_'". d A W il i 10 cLimb
higher and my aschmastic-sourding
Wilee Basller now performed mome
likie & F53, Bas aril] dr chusgped con up
RO, e |||I|!- that toeed the
maost experienced of rider and a2
16, 530061 we felt om tom of the workd
Hil [ oveivosne mmy feae of heighis!
M ore! ‘Whenever | could, | hung 1o
the clif ace and whien | had to mde
he edge, | was w0 focused |
lescdoad ey ar the road yards ahead

of i I.||.|| ¥ ..,-ll'r||1|_':||.| g o) the
shamulder 1o admier o swarieg caple on
a grazicg yak mauzding tufted grass

s melting glazier

Al s we clignbed everh TRET,

pin ity e

LTI |'||'-:!.|n Morecids wh 5 e Lid
quisical books, thewr eiles Lisdem 1o
1k posina where the poor andmal
wamkdled wsder che \h.'l,:h! T sy the
SO b sDUnEUrEE sk A0

rrd Uhsie's o prest
rempmtn 10 kiep sopping fof

P buies. Froan cosvering moswmsain

umsderdniemeni

[T W .\_|.--. ended imo the sounmnir g

Kullu Walley and an inba Mamnaliz a
fascinating oown with & very friendly
el b dr. Tn's bess drenetic chan Delhi

anad theee's & e alm abour the

o L “and wree e g Fyead i
_||'|.J IL w3 3 r..-'.'|_| fl:'ll?lh r |-|1"f
given o serip of stmps and then haee
{o ! thee lue om esang @ ot of Cloy
ard b

It's a tough ride that for the most part requires a
high degree of concentration but it surely will
qualify as the ride of your life.
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i Fert real ergoumess with
Imtamoun FRISSES CAETHD G8 W' [N hk (R
wary up cheoughs glaciers and bo che
warmisin o Fu -l'll.m.'.; La Pas
il ?I...'i."u."-l'u_'l 'I'Iu_- Fudllirw 15 j.l'| W
wiere 1o g ever higher and over the
Baralache La pass as 16,5004 with
sheer drop offs thar cested my nerve
1o the lemir and wisenever | could |
LI_Ill 1 the mrihddle of the epsch. We
¢ ||-\q'u-\.14t abaut 1100 snd
enjoyed a slap-up meal belore
L |.|I-|||.II|; I LT AFE '\-||.1.'Fl|l'.|.: |'.||,,"|
Alsade shzkmes alfecrs [akal ]
.||I"I':r;|'.| weans ard anoat o el puirty
aitfered no more than a |||l\..:|||'|:||_I
hendachie, whichs is easily st righd by
the usual pain kiflers. The seceet s mo
drimk plenay of flusds and char docn't
maesan aloohiol.

From Beandy Mals 1o Snok we ook
61 A Pt - I, '.'||1|||.||||.; L
1o Mt s Tomehiing La, the secoeud
highiest mostorabde poss. in the worl |
at 17,5820 My ears popped a we
e oar way down 1o the vallep
s o follow ehve Iowdis river azud onsy
vy \'nluhl = F ] .‘:.‘.4; We spenik Ilh;
evening in nearbe Leh. a magnet tor
rravelers and £hus 11.1'1."'-;. ot 1
Lant Shangrila’. | have ro raee n os

e ol e et Eincin S i'I"' 1

I'h.l.'| T el s IlI.I D L '\.'I'.:l.
sdmare the bacals whe stretch the
bonanils of imagiracion o exemct the
onkd dollar feven passing nouriss

We ¢ .|||||_'||,-.| en Ehe :."';.lllhll\..l M uhra
Walley before setting ofi for the
imtamcss Khasdung La Pass
(18,3500 ), Wowe What a ride, but, to
bex beoonest, it wasn't & wcary w the
[PeCELEE | B e wiffed i lof [rene [
Hap# rraad e | ksl R =E] ek IMTT
the same roed the next day and o log
Ca h.k_';'|l-r:| i 24 houss.

Tr st ] ||I|;|'.I; EEE FELE
A an |"|: 14 4 ‘il"'ll eur Tewn
[ R Tl l|.||.\,'|.\'|.||u Eripw in
muntaincus pegione, | koew small
micunrxin sweams chat flow ac will
s I!||: r.h.l,l-. “-\.H|L.‘| I |l\.|.'1'u: AgINE
torrenis. 1t didn’y bode well the
fol Eovwing mnemiing whien we arrivesd
at che aemw check poan ar che
Fwstfom |‘H‘II |r.||:-.||_I I.J :"'-;. n!'.|l||_'
wons poiing up of coming down, 1he
road wis blocked and the cver-
growing namber of vehiclas raok
|III||.' h':JI.'I.' 541 I\J.'J.1|.'|‘||I:'||.: B VInCaRE
_Il. Bmake i85 way sdowdy up fo e
blockage way out of sight

Adfrer o imssraging walr we
N TR b b it cedited 1o mEcmane

bl s 1w conibd pEakee i pe the Einh

Thai |'i".n'r\.| g b ome el o & e,
Benalders strewn across the posd and.
ves, | wis right. Kivers hod washed
away the road mnd o owas o case of
[ E=||_'.| lizie smims Ehe neudy |.::'rlll.l,'h.‘|
river ansd poing e it 18 became colibor
ard srwver corvered ehae road, [ neschaed
b bop alfter passing coumrles Eangs of
witiers frantically orying o recreate a
o] froem coushed ool | was
exbmmied sl e the chiest menber o
ihe party, pretty chndfed my wife and |
had corme chrough it wrscmhied
Chrihaars o o ey s formanan e ord
Tuwd deckedl o, Pair we fulgny’ G 1l
b tals :"1|.|..‘L|r|1|l, thas kauad of b
hand] oo ca vt teaim, We el all
macke i . moww we had o ger down the
etburr wide, wlhich was -n,'l'.l"'. Testsig
Lany bewrs were semk thaf nigla
hack in Lehe Tales wore exchangsd
andd mmenidshaps cemerned. Rob ard
1I tk IEEIM |.ll = Rl L I||I TS :I.LI
i} .'i'"l"l: I.'I'I.III|_'|I i |1|'||§':'|. T
CVEROTE B ke el u_'l'. Fii I||:
end. .. it had been tosghs, but then we
alll huve r Fl:lh ourseives froam chme
I e, Fis s T, |'.-|| |ln.l||-\.| Bk B} i'vr
ridden ihie great Khardhmg La Pass
Whar o Well. | reckon chey
showdd st reo-up pre-65 misls. Tr

maghin juist carch oan!

Aboee; Ling-up of the
hara-med Ryl Enfisls

Abowe lefr: biud,
gharious mud...

Belerwr: Taicing & breather,
in ez shaiow; of
e o,

Bedove et Roadh
erxounhered ranged
frpe putremely meddy,
fo pcremely dey.




