
Thai Laos
Mountains across the Mekong 

Land of a Million Elephants 

18 - 30 November, 2017

Landlocked Laos, the jewel of Indochina, lost true indepen-
dence when the Lan Xang Empire broke up at the end of the 
17th century. Subsequent interference by Vietnam, China, 
Burma, Japan, France and the United States, has left a nation 
of predominantly hill-tribe people scarred and wearied by 
generations of upheaval, while living in a stunningly beautiful 
landscape of lushly forested mountains and valleys. Com-
munist rule since 1975 has seen relative peace at the cost of 
isolation and restriction, but recent indications of more liberal 
and welcoming leadership make it a great time to explore this 
forgotten corner of the world, before its rich political and 
cultural landscape is lost forever.

18 November 
Arrival Chiang Rai - Transfer to Chiang Saen

Roadrunners staff will meet you at Chiang Rai Airport  in 
northern Thailand (Airport code CEI). Transfer to our tour-
start base hotel in Chiang Saen (one hour) near the Burma 
and Laos borders and Mekong River. Comfortable bungalow 
accommodations with pool. Remainder of afternoon free to 
relax, have a walk along Chiang Saen Lake, or visit  Chiang 
Saen historic town. Dinner options on the river or back at 
the hotel.            

19 November
Golden Triangle - Ride to Chiang Kong

After breakfast, motorcycle assignments and orientation, 
check of gear and individual test rides, we then head out into 
the mountains along the Burmese border with a ride over

  
Doi Tung mountain and down into the town of Mai Sai, the 
most northern point in Thailand, for lunch. Afternoon riding 
along the Mekong, with a stop at the Opium Museum, before 
arriving in Chiang Kong for an overnight. We will work on 
our border-cross paperwork on the hotel veranda, overlooking 
the river and into Laos, during cocktails. Dinner on the main 
street at a favorite restaurant.

The Hall of Opium - Northern Thailand

20 November  
Cross Into Laos - Ride to Luang Namtha

After Thailand customs and immigration formalities, we will 
cross into Laos on the new bridge south of town, conscious 
of the left to right side driving change in the middle of the 
bridge!  We will meet our formal Laos liaison guide, and 
after clearing Laotian formalities, head out on the well-paved 
mountain highway towards our lunch stop near Nam Sing. 
Late afternoon arrival in the Luang Namtha Valley, with time 
to look around town before dinner at another old favorite, 
and some of the best wood-fired pizza in southeast Asia. 
After dinner we visit a small night bazaar that sometimes 
has cultural music and dancing.
                                



 21 November 
Ride to Nong Khiew

Early departure for our long day’s ride to Nong Khiew. 
We will stop close to the China border near Bo Ten, before 
some fantastic new mountain paved twisties all the way 
to our lunch stop in Oudom Xai.  Afternoon riding over a 
number of mountain ranges and through rural villages, with 
more curves and twisties, to Pak Mong. Then on to fabulous 
riverside Nong Khiew for overnight. Great place here!  Try 
the spa up the lane for a massage and herbal steam sauna. 
Group dinner on the main road with a few good options 
including Indian and Nepali food.

22 November
Nong Khiew - Maung Ngoi

Free day at Nong Khiew and a long-tailed boat trip up the 
Nam Ou River to the village of Maung Ngoi, for a look 
at quickly disappearing local hill-tribes and traditions, 
including the Lao Loum. Lunch in the village. Return to 
Nong Khiew for overnight. Optional kayaks available for 
the return run down-river. Please reserve the night before.

          

23 November   Ride to Vieng Thong
Described as “The Road of a Thousand Bends”, spectacular 
remote mountain-riding today to our overnight stop at Vi-
eng Thong. Guest house accommodations. Late afternoon 
visit to the nearby hotspring for a soak and splash under 
pressure pipes. Group dinner at a local roadhouse.

24 November 
Ride to Phonsovan

Morning departure for our long ride to Phonsovan (about 
five hours), where once into our hotel, we will have  lunch 
followed by afternoon sightseeing to one of the mysterious 
“Plains of Jars” sites. Phonsovan was one of the main target 
areas of America’s Secret War on Laos during the Vietnam 
War, with tons of leftover UXO unexploded ordinance, 
and sadly, still a huge and devastating problem for local 
communities. Optional lecture and movie presentation 
on this subject in town this evening. Dinner in a favorite 
restaurant nearby.           

25 November
Ride to Luang Prabang

Full day’s ride on good paved mountain roads to the 
spectacular World Heritage town of Luang Prabang, 
situated high above the Mekong River, lined with palm 
trees. Evening free to explore the old Royal capital, with 
incredible charm, steeped in colonial splendour. Group 
dinner at one of the excellent European-run cafes and a 
chance for shopping at the extensive night bazzar.



26 November  
Explore Luang Prabang

Tour of the town with our Thai and Laotian guides to see the 
old royal residences, museum, and a few temples in town 
including Wat Mai and Wat Visoun. Afternoon visit to Ban 
Pak Ou where we will take boats to Tham Ting Cave for 
a glimpse of the myriad of Buddha images.  Return to our 
hotel for overnight. Dinner in town is a free choice.

27 November Ride to Hong Sa
Heading southwest, more great new highway riding to 
our morning coffee stop at Muang Nan. After crossing 
the new bridge, arrival into Xayaboury for lunch at a 
favorite noodle shop. Fantastic afternoon mountain ridge 
and twistie road-riding all the way to our night stop ac-
commodations at Hong Sa guest house. Group dinner is 
Korean BBQ style open-air.

28 November  
Hong Sa - Thai Border - Bo Klua

Nice riding this morning on mostly new mountain highways 
to the Thai Border at Huai Khon, where after Laos exit for-
malities, we will cross to the Thai side for lunch.

Remote afternoon riding through the mountains of Nan 
Provence to Bo Klua for overnight. Very nice boutique 
bungalow accommodations and dinner at the hotel. Time 
permitting, a visit to the local salt mine in the town below.

29 November  
Chiang Rai

Early morning departure for our full day’s ride back to Chi-
ang Rai city, starting with tremendous riding over Doi Pukha 
mountain and national park and the rest of the morning on 
arguably the best mountain motorcycling roads anywhere in 
the world! Lunch at Chiang Kham at an old favorite.  Our 
last run on the bikes takes us on a blend of main and back 
roads with late afternoon arrival into Chiang Rai city, with 
comfortable accommodations in the town centre. We will say 
goodbye to our Thai and Nepali staff tonight with a farewell 
dinner party at the colorful night bazaar.

                              

30 November 
               Transfers to Chiang Rai Airport 
Tour ends this morning with hotel-provided transfers to 
Chiang Rai Airport (25 minutes) for flights back to Bangkok.   



What is Included 
Airport transfers as necessary. All hotel and guest house 
accommodations in Thailand and Laos, starting on 18 
November and ending on 30 November. All breakfasts, 
and packed lunches when necessary. Royal Enfield Bullet 
500cc Motorcycle equipped with saddle bags, all petrol, 
spare parts, mechanic, and support vehicles for seating and 
luggage. Pre-departure information pack including route 
maps and Roadrunners T-shirt.

What is Not Included
Airfares, visa fees, cold drinks, alcoholic beverages, bottled 
water, laundry service, gratuities, overweight baggage 
charges, and airport taxes.

Visa Requirements 
Thailand Tourist Visa available upon arrival at Bangkok 
Airport.  Laos Tourist Visa also available upon arrival from  
Thailand after crossing the Mekong River. Please bring 
with you four passport-size photos.

Motorcycle Damage Deposit 
A security deposit of USD $1500 is required prior to 
motorcycle assignment and this can be done via our 
RideHigh website via a simple credit card authorization 
where no charges will appear on card upon return of the 
undamaged motorcycle. Repairs of small accidental damage 
from bikes falling over and light spills are normally covered 
in the tour cost, but HRR reserves the right to appraise all 
damages and repair costs and bill accordingly.

Etiquette & Protocol 
Riding a motorcycle in Northern Thailand and Laos is a 
privilege. Himalayan Roadrunners is grateful for permission 
to operate tours of this kind into both countries. Although 
Laos continues to slowly open its doors to the outside world 
and experiment with new ideas for tourism, participants 
are reminded of the culturally sensitive nature of this trip 
and are urged and requested to conduct themselves in a 
respectful manner and show extra courtesy and riding style 
while encountering traffic in the country.

A Word of Caution 
Motorcycling the mountainous areas of Thailand and Laos 
is surely one of the best ways to experience the region’s 
rich cultures, friendly people, and unequaled scenery. At the 
same time, motorcycling does have its dangers, especially 
on narrow mountain roads with unpredictable traffic and 
quick changing weather conditions. Some of the tours 
operated by Himalayan Roadrunners Ltd. are better termed 
“Motorcycle Expeditions”, and should be undertaken by 
fit, experienced riders with an open mind to changing 
conditions and different rules of the road.

Rider $4695.
Passengers & Non-Riders $2995.
Single Room Supplement $495.

www.RideHigh.com
himroadrunners@Gmail.com

Vermont: 802-738-6500

Run with the Best!


