
Nepal To Bhutan
Ride the Dragon
15 – 29 October, 2017

Situated in a remote region of the Eastern Himalaya, Bhutan 
retains much of the old world charm and Buddhist traditions 
of centuries ago. Known to the Bhutanese as Druk Yul or 
“Land of the Dragon,” Bhutan has become probably THE 
most exclusive adventure travel destination in the world with 
very small numbers of travelers permitted into the country per 
year by a government eager to preserve one of the world’s 
last Shangri la. With 60% of the country still covered in 
virgin forest, Bhutan maintains the strictest of environmental 
protection policies in the region, safeguarding some of the 
most incredible scenery left in the Himalaya, as well as habitat 
to several endangered species including the snow leopard.
Join Himalayan Roadrunners, the first to ride motorcycles 
into Bhutan in March 1997, and Ride the Dragon!

15 October  
Arrive Kathmandu, Nepal

Roadrunners Staff will meet you at Kathmandu airport with 
transfer to the tour-start hotel in the heart of Patan’s Old 
Durbar Square, surrounded by temples and pagodas. Group  
briefing at 1600hrs, with the rest of the afternoon and evening 

free to relax or explore the city. Pre-arrivals into Kathmandu 
are welcome anytime before official tour start. Just let us know 
and we will be happy to make extra night hotel reservations  
and arrange your airport greeting and transfer.

16 October  
Ride to Bardibas

Morning transfer to the edge of the Kathmandu Valley to 
our staging point, where Roadrunners staff is waiting with 
motorcycles and tour support truck. After transfer of luggage, 
motorcycle assignment and orientation, and short individual 
test rides, we will head east towards Dulikhel and the new 
BP Koirala mountain highway, with some of the best paved 
switchback riding in the country. This route will take us 
through beautiful countryside, with great views back into 
the High Himalaya. Packed lunch. Descend to Bardibas for 
overnight. Simple hotel and dinner accommodations.

17 October  
Ride to Dharan

0800hrs departure for our ride across Nepal’s Eastern 
Terai. Packed lunch at the amazing Kosi River Barage. 
Late afternoon arrival into Dharan, which is home to many 
retired ex-British Army Gurkhas. Comfortable guest house 
accommodations with restaurant and bar. Time permitting, 
we will take a late afternoon ride to a mountaintop view-
point above the town at sunset. 



18 October 
West Bengal Border - Ride to Mirik  

Earlier start this morning (0730hrs) back onto the East-
West Highway to the Nepal-India border at Kakarbhitta, 
where, after immigration formalities, we will ride over 
the Mechi River into West Bengal, India. After Indian 
formalities, it is on the bikes and back into the foothills of 
the Himalaya, where we will stop for a packed lunch, then 
ride through endless tea plantations, following the road 
as it snakes its way up to the lakeside village of Mirik for 
overnight. Very narrow mountain roads this afternoon, and 
all riders are urged to use extreme caution to oncoming 
jeep traffic. Small Sikh-run hotel accommodations with 
excellent restaurant. 

19 October - Darjeeling  
Relaxed departure this morning (we have earned it), with 
a chance to walk up to the monastery above town for some 
great early morning mountain views. After breakfast a 
ridge run, riding on more narrow mountain roads all the 
way to the famous British Raj Hill Station of Darjeeling, 
“Dorje-Ling, Place of Thunderbolts”, with commanding 
views of Kanchenjunga, the world’s third highest 
mountain! Arrival in time for lunch with comfortable 
resort-style accommodations. Afternoon free to explore 
town including a ride on the amazing antique narrow-
gauge Himalayan Railway, alos knows as the Toy Train, 
its four engines made in Glasgow, Scotland, well over 
one-hundred years ago.  Cocktails at Joey’s with dinner at 
a local favorite restaurant.

20 October
Darjeeling Sightseeing - Ride to Kalimpong

Morning free for more sightseeing including the 
Mountaineering Institute in memory of Darjeeling’s most 
famous resident - Tenzing Norgay Sherpa. 

Continued..
Then a hike down to the Tibetan Refugee Camp for a look 
or shopping, or just relax at Chowrasta Park and watch 
Darjeeling life as it happens. Situated on both sides of a 
ridge with views into the Dragon Kingdom of Bhutan, 
Kalimpong once belonged to the Rajas of Sikkim. After 
lunch dramatic STEEP descent from Darjeeling to the Tista 
River, where we will meet the Kalimpong Road and follow 
its amazing switchbacks to our antique “Days of the Raj” 
accommodations above town. Chance encounter with a local 
spirit tonight! 

21 October
Kalimpong - Bhutan Border

Early departure for our all-day ride on the backroads and 
highways of West Bengal to the India-Bhutan border at 
Jaigaon. Great remote riding to start the day through heavy 
forest. Packed lunch in Heaven..  Arrival on the border late 
in the afternoon. Basic border guest house. Dry town here but 
always successful getting a case of beer brought over from 
the other side for a “secret” group meeting before dinner.
Basic buffet provided.

Tiger’s Nest



                                     22 October 
Phuntsholing-Paro, Bhutan

We will be first in line at Indian immigration this morning before 
our adventure begins into the Dragon Kingdom of Bhutan 
through the magnificent main gate of Phuntsholing.  After 
Bhutanese immigration formalities, we will ride immediately 
into the mountains on the narrow national “highway” and 
on to our hot lunch buffet at Bunkha. Late afternoon arrival 
into beautiful Paro Valley - one of the highlights of the tour! 
Comfortable hotel accommodations with dinner at the hotel.                                

23 October
Paro Valley - Ride to Thimphu

Morning sightseeing of Paro including a ride to the head of 
the valley for a look at the famous Tiger’s Nest Monastery. 
Optional early morning hiking departure to this monastery 
with our Bhutanese guides, for anyone interested in a 
strenuous walk. Ride to the picturesque ruins of the old 
Drugyel Dzong with a hopeful peek at  snow-capped 
Jhomolhari (7326m), Bhutan’s sacred mountain, before 
a visit to Kichu Monastery. Lunch in town followed by a 
short afternoon ride into Bhutan’s charming little capital of 
Thimphu for overnight. Remainder of the afternoon free to 
explore the town. Comfortable hotel accommodations and 
dinner in town. 

October 24
Thimphu Sightseeing - Ride to Punakha

Early morning sightseeing of Thimpu town with our 
Bhutanese guides. Late morning ride up Dochu La Pass 
(3150m) for lunch on the summit, then down into lush 
Punakha Valley for an organized tour of the amazing 
Punaka Dzong, another highlight of the tour. Very 
comfortable hotel accommodations nearby at a spa resort 
with nice bar and garden area and buffet dinner provided in 
the hotel.

 

25 October
Punakha Dzong -Tongsa

An early morning start with challenging riding across the 
Black Mountains that divide western and central Bhutan, and 
over Pele La Pass (3400m).  Hot buffet lunch near Chendebji 
Stupa, before we catch our first glimpse of Tongsa Dzong (a 
castle), largest in the country. Spectacular! Nice family-run 
guest house accommodations with stunning room views of 
the Dzong below and down the valley.

October 26th
Tongsa-Bumthang Valley

Morning visit to Ta Dzong, originally the watchtower 
for Tongsa Dzong below, recently restored and now a 
museum. Moving on, we ride over Yotung La Pass and 
on into the spectacular Bumthang Valley. We will stop 
enroute at a textile centre with a chance to see local 
handlooming and shopping. Arrival in Bumthang for 
lunch at our very nice overnight accommodations. The 
remaining part of the afternoon is for individual exploration.  
                                  

October 27th
Bumthang - Mongar

Another long day’s  ride today, through Central Bhutan 
over Thromseng La (3750m) described as one of the most 
spectacular rides in the country.



Incredible descent of  3200m and back up to Mongar Village 
for overnight accommodations and dinner.

October  28th
Mongar-Gom Kora-Tashigang

Morning visit to Mongar Dzong. After four hour ride, we 
descend the Yadi Loops into eastern Bhutan. We will stop at 
Chazam (Cha - Iron/Zam-Bridge) named after the Tibetan 
iron bridge builder Thangtong Gyalpo. Route continues 
along the Drangme Chhu River, where we will visit Gom 
Kora, sacred meditation site of Guru Rimpoche! After a 
good look and a kora walk around the Gompa, we will move 
up to Tashigang for overnight. Early evening free to explore 
this very charming little mountain town. Accommodations 
and dinner at a new hilltop hotel with stunning views down 
the river valley.

October 29th
Tashigang-Samdrup Jonkhar - India Border

Early morning departure for our descent to the India border 
with some of the best motorcycling of the trip, contouring 
the lower ridgetops of the far eastern Himalaya, passing 
by the campus of Bhutan’s only university at Kaglung, the 
handloom weaving project at Khaling, and on to Doethang 
for a 340 degree packed lunch.

Late afternoon arrival on border at Samdrup Jongkar, where 
we bid farewell to our trusty Royal Enfields. Basic hotel 
accommodations with a bar.

October 30th
Tour Ends with Transfer to Gawahati Airport 
Early morning transfer by jeep to the India immigration 
frontier checkpost, then on to Gawahati Airport (4 hours) 
for early afternooon flights to Calcutta or New Delhi for 
onward connections home. Our road route this morning 
takes us across the mighty Bramhaputra River.

What is Included 
All airport transfers as necessary. All hotel and guest house 
accommodations in Nepal, India and Bhutan, starting on 15 
October and ending on 30 October. All breakfasts, packed 
lunches when necessary,  all meals in Bhutan,  Royal 
Enfield Bullet 500cc Motorcycle equipped with saddle 
bags, all petrol, spare parts, mechanic, and  support vehicles 
for seating and luggage. Pre-departure information pack 
including route maps and Roadrunners T-shirt.

What is Not Included
Airfares, visa fees, cold drinks, alcoholic beverages, bottled 
water, laundry service, gratuities, overweight  baggage 
charges, airport taxes, and any extra days (unlikely) in 
Bhutan due to weather delays.



Visa Requirements 
Nepal Tourist Visa available upon arrival at Kathmandu 
Airport. India Tourist Visa available from your nearest 
Indian embassy or consulate in your home country. Bhutan 
visas are arranged in advance by Himalayan Roadrunners 
and issued upon group arrival at the India-Bhutan border at 
Puntsholing at a cost of USD$40 per person.

Immunizations
Immunizations are necessary for travel to Nepal, India & 
Bhutan. Please consult your GP/MD/Travel Clinic for the 
latest recommendations.

Motorcycle Damage Deposit 
A security deposit of USD $1500 is required prior to 
motorcycle assignment and this can be done via our 
RideHigh website via a simple credit card authorization 
where no charges will appear on card upon return of the 
undamaged motorcycle. Repairs of small accidental damage 
from bikes falling over and light spills are normally covered 
in the tour cost, but HRR reserves the right to appraise all 
damages and repair costs and bill accordingly.

Etiquette & Protocol 
Riding a motorcycle into the Kingdom of Bhutan is a 
privilege. Himalayan Roadrunners is grateful to the Tourism 
Authority of Bhutan (TAB) for permission to operate tours 
of this kind into the country. Although Bhutan continues to 
slowly open its doors to the outside world and experiment 
with new ideas for tourism, participants are reminded of 
the culturally sensitive nature of this trip and are urged and 
requested to conduct themselves in a respectful manner and 
show extra courtesy and riding style while encountering 
traffic in the Kingdom.

A Word of Caution 
Motorcycling the mountainous areas of the Nepal, India 
and Bhutan Himalaya is surely one of the best ways to 
experience the region’s rich cultures, friendly people, and 
unequaled scenery. At the same time, motorcycling does 
have its dangers, especially on narrow mountain roads with 
unpredictable traffic and quick changing weather conditions. 
Some of the tours operated by Himalayan Roadrunners Ltd. 
are better termed “Motorcycle Expeditions”, and should be 
undertaken by fit, experienced riders with an open mind to 
changing conditions and different rules of the road.

   Kuzo Zangpo......La! 

Rider $5495.
Passengers & Non Riders $3995.
Single Room Supplement $695.

www.RideHigh.com
HimRoadrunners@Gmail.com

Vermont: 802-738-6500

Run with the Best!


